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For several asys‘the Christmas spirit has replaced the academic spirit at the 
Jerusalem Scheol, and Bethelehem, rather than archaeoloy, has held the focus of 
interest, Early in December guests started to errive at the School for brief 
periods of sti.dy end travel, and for the special’ Christmas services in Bethlehem. 

A few days before Christmas Mahrud, our gardener, cut two branches from the pine 
trees on the school property and placed one in the dining room and the other in 

the Director's house, Imran, our driver and jack-of-all-tredes, repaired the 
Christmas tree lights and brought® out the decorations from storage, With the to 
discontinuation of classes on December 20th the School group was willing and able/ : 
serve as guides for School guicsts who were eager to see as much of this area as 
possible during the holidays, Several individuals at the School also provided 
valiant assistance to the choir at St, George's Cathedral and participated in the 
Anglican services at Bethlehem and Christmas, 


On December 24 a group of fifteen piled into the two School cars at 2 P.M. and 
headed for Bethlehem, There had been a rumor that the old, direct road which is 

in Israel, might be open for the occasion, but finding it still closed, we drove 
toward Bethany turning off near Abu Dis to wind our way up and down over the 
treacherous road which has been used since the wear. It is a credit to the skill 

of the drivers and the mechanical perfection of the automobiles and buses that 
there was not a single accident although thousands of tourists traveled to Bethle- 
hem on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, It is reported that, in eddition to the 
pilgrims arriving for the holidays via air from Egypt and via air or taxi from 
Lebanon, twenty-five hundred Christians from Israel came on twenty-four hour passes 
to visit Bethlchen, 


In Bethlehem most of our group attended three services, the Protestant, the Angli- 
can and the Latin, The first was a service sponsored jointly by the Y.M.C.A. in 
Arab Jerusalem and the Lutheran Church, It was held at the Shepherd's Field owned 
by the Y,.M.C.A. located on the new road east of Bethlchem,not far from the tradition- 
al field made famous by Ruth and Boaz, Standing in front of a large cave an Arab 
choir provided the Christmas music, representatives of various Protestant groups 
read from the biblical record, and Dr, Nol’. of the Lutheran Church in Je.usalen 
preached the sermon, After a meal of mutton and native bread which was advertised 
for its simplicity rather than its adequacy, we drove back to Bethlchem where the 
lights were just beginning to shine, Later in the cvening several hundred pilgrims 
gathered in the Crusader courtyard of the Greek Orthodox convent at the Church of 
the Nativity to participate in the carol service conducted by the choir and clergy 
of St, George's Cathedral, The music, the candle light, the bells of Bethelehem’™ 
and personal memcries blended to make it an impressive moment forthe worshipers, © 
Then at 10,30 P.M, the doors of the Latin Church were opened for the midnight mass, 
The colorful ceremony end the angelic voices of a boys! choir were so impressive 
that we forgot for a moment the dangerous ride back to Jerusalem which was to come 
at 1 A.M. ° 
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“gon Christmas day cinner was held in the Director's house where twenty-five students 
and guests gathered to partake of, and to praise, the excellent meal prepared by 
our cook, Omar, In the afternoon, after a brief visit to the Old City to mingle 
with the crowds of ‘visitors who filled the narrow streets, our group returned to 


the School to gather around an old, reed organ to sing the familiar Christmas 
carols, 


In former years some students have usually taken advantage of the holiday period 
to visit Egypt, but recent news from Cairo has been of such a nature as 19 make 
Jerusalem appear like a haven of peace, so no one ventured to make the trip this 
time, “although several persons hope to be able to return home next year by way of 
Egypt. On December 21st Dr, ond Mrs. Victor Gold terminated their stay in Jerusa- 
lem and returned to the U.S. by way of Cairo, but because they were hoping to reach 
Baltimore before Christmas Day they were not planning to stop over in Egypt. 


During the month of December, in addition to our students and staff who are at the 
School for the full academic year and whose namcs have been reported in eerlicr 
newsletters, the following persons resided at the School for periods ranging from 
four days to four weeks, making use of our’ services and participating in special 
School trips: Prof, and Mrs. 0.!/, Reinmuth, University of Texas, and Falbright Fefi- 
at the Americen School of Classical Studies in Athens; Rev, R.L.Taylor, Medicine 
Hat, Alberta, Canede; Mr. and Mrs. Wellington Sloane, American Research Center in 
Egypt, Cairo; Prof. P.L.Garber, Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Georgia; Prof, L.G. 
Douglas, Bxmanuel College, Brisbane, AUstralia; four students from the U.S. who 
are studying this year at the American University, Beirut, Mrs. Lorraine Erickson, 
Miss Janet Hanes, Miss Mary Kilbourne and Mr. John Brubacher; Mr, Warren D,. Wilkins 
and Mr, H.Douglas Wilkins from Toronto, Canada; and three persons from the American 
School of Classical Studies in Athens, Prof. M.I.Wiencke, Yale University and Dr, 
and Mrs. Douglas Feaver, Toronto and the Johns Hopkins University, Accomodations 
were provided in the Director's House for the over-flow from the Hostel, and we 


are glad to report thet no visitors whose credentials entitled them to stay at the 
School were turned away, 


In the weeks preceding Christmas the School program followed the pattern of a one~ 

day trip per week in the region west of the Jordan and a half-day trip in the Jeru- 
salem area, the remainder of the week being devoted to lectures, smin2rs and indiv- 
ual research, Prof. Tushingham continued his lectures on pottery,making use of the 

student galicries in the Palestine Archacological Museum; Prof. Der Nersessian gave 
a lecture on the history and the architecture of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre; 

I worked with a seminar continuing the study of flints and concluding with a study 

of scarabs and coins in the Museun, 


On November 25th we were most fortunate in having Father Sylvester Saller as our 
guide on a trip to Bethany where the Fransiscens have been excavating for three 
seasons, They ere working in the area purchased by the Latins before World War I, 
directly east of the high woll which has long been identified in the guide books 
as the home of Simon the Leper, The excavations have uncovered parts of three 
different churches, the oldest dating to the 4th century A.D. Some of the mosaic 
floors are well preserved, and one can see the foundetions of the three churches, 
the latest being a Crusader Church, which like the earlier buildings, must have 
been constructed in memory of Lazarus, Mary and Martha, Not fer from the tradi- 
tional tomb of Lazarus, which is visited daily by many tourists who usually clinb 
the ifount of Olives passing the Garden of Gethsemane on the way, Father Saller 
pointed out an’ interesting olive press which is now reached by climbing through a 
kind of tunrel,. Ina large room the huge wooden beam, stone weight and stone 
presses may still be seen, It is said that the press was prebably in use as 
recently as fifty years ago, 
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November 28th the School travelled to Bethel, Ai end Shiloh, At Beitin, the 
Bite of ancicnt Bethel, we were led by one of the villagers to the site of Prof, 
Albright's excavations and later, to two tombs that had recently been opened east 
of the villege by farmers doing their winter plowing, Climbing through the narrow 
entrances of the rock-cut tombs of the kokim type, we discovered that most of the 
graves had been partially cleared. Samples of sherds were collected and the 
presence of thc tombs was reported to the Department of Antiquitics, Driving on 
to Ai nearby et.-Tell, which was excavated in 1933-1935 by Ma. Merquet-Krause, we 
traced some of the fortifications and inspected the ruins of the buildings which 
have been varicusly identified as sanctuary and palace, Returning to the Nablus 
road and driving north we soon reached Khirbet-Seylun, biblical Shiloh, where the 
Danish excavators, H. Kjaer and A.Schmidt, excavatcd during the period 1922-32, We 
had invited Dr, Schmidt to accompany us on the trip, hopins to make use of his 
services as guide, but ilJness prevented him from undertaking the journey. Exten- 
sive ruins at Sniloh still wit to be excavated; the mosaic floors of the Byzantine 
churches clear:d by the Danish excavators are still well preserved, 


It sometimes appears that the School schedule in Jerusalcm is the type of schedule 
that one plans carefully and then elters completely at a monent's notice, ‘For 
example, on Nov, 29th a class hed essembled to discuss Palestinian scarabs, when 
an invitation wes extended by Awni Bey Dejani, who wes attcnding the session, to’ 
visit the excavations being conducted in behalf of the Department of Antiquities, 
the Palestine Archacolegiéalimseun and the Ecole Bidlique by Pére DeVaux and Mr, 
Herding at Khirbet Qumran, In thirty seconds a decision had been reached, end in 
thirty minutes we were on our way down the Jericho road to the Bead Sea. Leaving - 
the pavement at the north end of the Dead Sea wed rove over the dirt road which 
runs south toward Ain Feshka, Just below the cave where thé famous Dead Sea 
Scrolls were found we could see the tents of the expedition, 


Inthe temporary absence of the diredtors of the excavation we were guided over the 
ruins of Khirbet Qumran by ¢ young member of the staff from the Ecole Biblique, 

It is estimated that there are nearly a thousand graves in the vicinity, After 

the conclusion of the dig a few days later, Pere de Veux rcported that pottery and 
coins hed been found, but that no statement could be made as to their possible 
relationship to the pottery found in the cave of the Dead Sea Scrolls until further 
study could be made of the svidence, Leaving the site of the excavations we climbed 
on foot pert way up the mountain to the so-called Ain Feshlta cave which once housed 
the famous scrolls, Then we drove south to Ain Feshka, where in spite of the long 
drought, the sweet water of the spring was flowing in a rippling stream into the 
Dead Sea a few feet away, 


Early in December the School made several trips into the Old City and, of course, 

a visit to the Garden Tomb where we examined again the rock-cut tomb about which @ 
controversy has raged for many years, and where Mr, May, the custodian of the 
property, presented the arguments in favor of viewing the garden and tomb as the 
place of Golgotha, In the Cld City visits were made to the Russian Excavations 
directly east of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, to the Fool of Bethseda at the’ 
Church of St. Anne's where we were permitted to inspect the objects in the museun, 
and to the Litnostrotos at the convent of the Notre Dame Sisters of Zion, At the 
latter site, one of the nuns wes 2 most able guide as she led us througa the tunnels 
and over the pavement which once formed a part of the Practorium of the fortress 
Antonia in the time of Jesus. One often finds that a visit to these famous shrines 
is not only an educational experience but a spiritual one as well, and one is 
impressed both by the skill and the devotion which have resulted’in the preserva- 
tion of such places as the Pool of Bethseda and the Lithostrotos, Although most of 
the members of the Schocl had already visited the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
several tines, it was a special treat to see this famous shrine under the guidance 
of the Most Reverend Archinandrite Kykriakos who generously spent two hours showing 
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our group the sepulchre, the altars and the several chapels which are associated 
with this traditional place of Calvary, 


Early on the morning of December 5th the news came from the government hospital 
in the Old City that our assistant cook end housekeeper, Helen Christaki, had died. 
She had been ill for only e short time and had appeared to be responding rapidly 
to the physician's treatment, However, she became worse on December 4th and was 
taken immedic“:ely to the hospital, For more than a decade Helen was employed by 
the School; she was known to many former residents as a kindly, efficient person 
whose two loyalties were her children and the School, The funeral was held by the 
Lutheran Church of which she was a member and the burial was in Bethlehem a short 


distance from the traditional tomb of Rachel, School friends and others have 


given assistance to the children with the result that the family will be able to 


ramain togeth:r, and the two younger children who ere in school will be able to 
continue their education, 


Other excursions during December have included visits to Jericho, the New Testament 
and the Old Testament sites, as well as the modern city, to the imposing Umayyad 
palace at Khirbet al Mafjar and to Teleilat el—Ghassul, Although it was rather cold 
in Jerusalem at the time, one of our recent guests went swimming in the Dead Sea 
the day after Christmas, One of the most intcresting trips of the School 
occurred on December 8 in the region south and east of Bethlehem, The family of 
our cook, Omar, lives in Bethlehem, and his two young brothers were able to locate 
the places we wanted to visit so they served as guides, Mceting them at the Church 
of the Nativity shortly after dawn, we drove to the so-called Pools of Solomon, The 
three large reservoirs were empty, and they were being cleaned in preporationfor 
receiving the winter rains. Driving on to Ourtas we followed the course of the 
Roman aqusiuct which once carried water from the Pools to Jcrusalem, Returning to 
the Hebron road we drove south turning off to the east to reach the traditional 
site of Tekoa, home of the prophet Amos. The School car with Imran at the wheel 
returned to Bethlehem and continucd to a point about one mile from the Herodium 
where we planned to meet, The ruins at Tekoa are more extensive that they are 
reported and there must have been a sizeable village there at one time, The most 
interesting object among the ruins is a baptismal font ornamented with stars and 
crosses, lLcaving Tekoa we walked across fields, which tradition cleims were once 
trod by Amos, and finally reached the Wadi Khureitum, Midway down the precipitous 
cliff we located the cave which some have identified as the cave of Adullem, Using 
flashlights and marking the walls of the tunnels with chalk sow could find our’ 
woy out, we made our woy through the labyrinth of rock-cut tunnels end chambers, 
Later in the morning we reached and examined the cave, Umm el Qatafah, in the Wadi 
Khureitum where the French excavation under M. Neuville discovered a flint culture 
which gocs back to Achculean times, Climbing like mountain goats out of the wadi 
we approached from the south the Herodium or Frank Mountain as it is sometimes 


. Called, Refreshments brought from the car awaited us and helped to fortify us for 


the climb to the top of the mound which is know as the burial place of Herod the 
Great and the site of a village constructed by him. On the top of the mound, 330 
feet above the level of the plain, we insp-cted the foundations of the walls and 
towers, and enjoyed the wonderful view of the arca stretching eastward to the Dead 
Sea with the hills of Moab in the distance. The day's trip was concluded by driving 
to Mar Saba where we were most graciously received by the monks of the convent who 
conducted us through the chapels and tombs, and pointed out the pile of skills of 
monks who were said to have been among the martyrs of the seventh century. 


The Jcrusalem community was greatly shocked to learn yesterday that Pére Raphacl 
Sovignac, distinguished faculty member of the Dominican Ecole Biblique, died on 
December 27 at the French Hospital in Bethlehem from injuries received in an auto- 
mobile accident on the Bethlehem read, It is reported that the car in which he was 
riding with other members of his school developed trouble with the brakes and fell 
over a cliff, Pere de Vaux and Pere Benoit escaped with slight injuries but Pere 
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Abel and Pére Couroyer are still in the hospital although they are said to be in 
no irmediate denger, For more than half a century Pére Savignac had lived in 
Jerusalem, had achieved fame as an epigraphist, and until his death at the age of 
78, had beer. 2 teacher in the Dominican srhool, 


Two other items may be of intcrest to friends of our Schocl, The rains have 
started and we have heard with delight the musical sound of water running into our 
cisterns, A,L.Huneidi, Senior Meteorologist in this area reports that during the 
space of ten cays Jcrusalem received more than 38 cm, of rain as contrasted with 
25-5 cm, during the entire year preceding this date, The rain was followed by 
rather cool weethcr which has brought hardships to the people who ar: still living 
in tents near Nablus, Ramalleh and Hebron; the various governmental and religious 
aeencics have performed an heroic service in alleviating the suffcring, But the 
rein has been 2 blessing to 211; at the School Mahrnud is planting twenty pines and 
cypresses wh:ich we secured from the municipal nursery in the Kidron Valley to 
replace trees that had dicd or been destroyed during the wer, 


The other item of news is that Miss Kathleen Kenyon is scheduled to arrive on 
January 1 and other members of the British School of Archecology will be in 
Jeruselem shortly thereafter to prepare for th: joint excavation with our School 
at Tcll es—Sultean, It is hoped that the next newsletter may come from Old 
Testament Jericho. 


William L. Reed, Director, 





